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be festive during December and January months and
for this reason carry more cash than usual or transport
bonuses to their homes or banks. This is also the time
that stokvel contributions are withdrawn at financial
institutions and divided amongst members. Criminals
know about these arrangements and cannot wait to lay
their hands on your hard earned cash. Be carefill,
vigilant and prepared to become a victim at any time,
so that it can be avoided.

The following useful tips can also assist to
prevent crime:

o Always conceal your cash and wallet, and do not
count money in the public.

o Do withdrawals at the bank discreetly and make
use of the private bulk tellers when it is large
amounts.

o Arrange security when transporting cash for the
purpose of stokvel and when distributing to
participating members.

o It is encouraged to deposit stokvel contributions in
member’s bank accounts.

o Avoid isolated ATMs and using an ATM late at
night.

o Never accept help from strangers at an ATM.

o Be aware of people following you from a bank or
your place of employment after wages have been
paid.

o Ifyou suspect that you are being followed, make
an attempt to swiftly approach a public place, or
call the SAPS emergency number 10111.
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Apply the following TIPS to avoid being a victim:

» Carry as little cash as possible

* Consider the convenience of paying your accounts
electronically (consult your bank to find out about
other available options)

* Consider making use of cell phone banking or
internet transfers or ATMs to do your banking

TIPS to Avoid Being a Victim of Cash Robberies for
Businesses

A small business which is cash based and needs to
deposit money on a regular basis at the bank should
apply the following TIPS which will minimize the
chances of you being a victim of robberies:

* Alternate the days and times on which you deposit
cash

* Never make your bank visits public, even to people
close to you

* Do not openly display the money you are depositing
while you are standing in the bank queue

* Avoid carrying money bags, briefcases or openly
displaying your deposit receipt book

» It’s advisable to identify another branch nearby that
you can visit to ensure that your banking pattern is
not easily recognisable or detected

» If the amount of cash you are regularly depositing
is increasing as your business grows, consider using
the services of a cash management company

» Refrain from giving wages to your contract or
casual labourers in full view of the public rather
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TIPS to Avoid Being a Victim of Cash Robberies for
Savings Clubs and Stokvels

If you are a member of a cash savings club, advise
members of your club of the following TIPS that will
assist your club from being victim to cash robberies:

* Refrain from making cash deposits of club members
contributions on high risk days (e.g. Monday after
month end)

» Ensure persons depositing club cash contributions
or making withdrawals are accompanied by another
club member

* A stokvel, savings club or burial society can arrange
for members to deposit cash directly into the club’s
account instead of collecting cash contributions

» Arrange for the club’s pay-out to be electronically
transferred into each club member’s personal
account or accounts of their choice

Safety TIPS at the ATM

* Be alert and conscious of your surroundings when
using the ATM.

» Never give your card or PIN(Personal Identification
Number) to anyone, for any reason.

* Dont write your PIN on the card or anything that is
kept with the card.

* Do not insert your card until asked to do so by the
display screen.

e Never use an ATM with a blank screen and, if the
ATM is obscured from view or poorly lit, leave




